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2009 Meeting Schedule
All meetings (except for the Christmas Dinner) in 2009 will be held at the Williamsburg
Christian Church on the second Thursday of the month, starting at 7 PM. The next meetings will
be 8 January and 12 February 2009.

Directions to Williamsburg Christian Church
The building is at 200 John Tyler Lane. At
the intersection of Route 199 and Route 5,
turn the OPPOSITE direction that you
would turn to go to the field. Go 50 yards
and turn right (left is Strawberry Plains Rd.).
You can’t miss the Church; it is on the right
just past the Professional Park that can be
seen from Route 199. Everyone needs to be
warned that there is an additional fine of $200
for going over 25 MPH and the cops are there
a lot.
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Goals
Around this time of year, I start thinking about my goals for next year. I seldom accomplish all
of my goals but am convinced that I get much more done by having set goals at the beginning of
the year. Next month I will tell you my plans for next year. What are your goals? If anyone
wants to share their goals, send them to me and I will include them in my column. Here are some
suggestions:
1) Build a kit
2) Build a plane from plans
3) Learn to use the rudder
4) Do 3 consecutive rolls without a pause in between
5) Complete a level of the CVA Pilot Accomplishment Program
6) Fly at a field other than CVA
7) Compete in a Fun Fly
8) Fly 200 flights during the year

Swap Meets and Auctions
This is the time of year when local clubs hold Swap Meets and Auctions. This is a great
opportunity to pick up some extra gear at discount prices. Newport News RC is sponsoring a
Swap Meeting at Immanuel Baptist Church, 69 Saunders Road, Newport News on February 7
starting at 9AM. There is a link to their club page on our website, see “Upcoming Events” for
the flyer. Tidewater RC club usually has an auction following their February meeting. They
meet the first Thursday of the month. They have not posted their events for 2009 and the
January newsletter is not out yet. I will post in the CVA guest book. Hanover RC club swap
meet is usually in March. They have not posted any information yet.

Saving Your Plane
We had several occasions were pilots had their plane get far enough out that they had trouble
telling which direction the plane was traveling. This usually happened on overcast, low visibility
days. The following tip comes from Dave Heape. If you can see the plane but can not tell if it
is coming toward you or going away, input right aileron. If the plane moves to the right, it is
going away. If it goes to the left, it is coming toward you.

If you have trouble seeing the orientation of the plane because of low visibility or because you
have been blinded by the sun, pull and hold up elevator. The plane will stay in the air for a
surprising amount of time doing loops before getting to the ground. Take the time to regain
orientation and then release the elevator. If you were so close to the ground and inverted that
this causes a crash, you were doomed anyway. Practice this before an emergency happens. I
have even had a few trainers that actually climbed while doing the repeated loops.

Membership Renewal
A 2009 membership application may be downloaded from the web site at
http://www.homestead.com/cvarc/Downloads.html. We can verify your AMA membership on
the AMA website so a copy of your 2009 AMA membership card is not required. Take care of
those things now so that you will be ready to fly when we get a good flying day.
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Show and Tell
We are going to have a short show and tell at the end of each meeting. Did you get anything neat
for Christmas? Bring it and show us!

Contact Me
Phone: 566-1403
Email: jb753@cox.net
Address: 8630 Diascund Road, Lanexa, Va. 23089

C.V.A MINUTES December 11, 2008

The December meeting was our annual Christmas Dinner held at the Peking Mongolian
Restaurant. There were 53 members and guests present. The buffet was great and everyone
enjoyed themselves.

President John Backes awarded plaques to both John and Norman Hofemeyer for the 20th

anniversary on establishment of the CVA flying field on Tomahund Plantation. "The club
members then gave the Hofemeyers a round of applause. It was then onto the infamous “Broken
Prop” Award. President John Backes gave a brief explanation and history of the award. The
2007 recipient, Ed Zwerski was not present so John Backes made the announcement of Cliff
Casey as the 2008 “Broken Prop Award” winner. Club member Bill Coada took the opportunity
during the award ceremony to give special recognition to Carl Rannigan, for his hard work and
dedication in making BAGS the Giant Scale Club a success. The “Give a gift-Get a gift” was
handled by Bill Van Cleave and it went off great. This year the club made Christmas donations
to the charity “FISH”. Vice President Bill Van Cleave handled the collection of food and money
to be delivered to the charity. John Backes gave recognition to 2008 new members Jerry Limber,
Gary Clifford and returning members father and son team of John and Sean Persons. Toward the
end of the dinner President John Backes made his closing comments on how club members
stepping up, make events and programs possible and we should take time to thank those that are
involved. Bill Van Cleave gave a reminder before closing on our upcoming New Years Day fly
and Mall Show in a couple of months. The dinner ended at 8:30 pm

Anthony (Buck) Morning
Secretary

Our annual Christmas party was well attended, with some new faces, plus some not seen for
awhile.

Minutes

Activities
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Everybody seemed to enjoy themselves, and the food was great, as always. Special awards were
presented, and the Famous Broken Prop award went to Cliff Casey, with special thank-you
awards given to John and Norman Hofmeyer.

Some brave souls turned out for the annual New Years Day picnic. But the chili was hot, the
fried chicken good, and yummy desserts were devoured by the stalwart fliers. The count roughly
showed that 30 plus members were there enjoying themselves.

Don't forget your membership renewals for 2009!

The 2009 schedule is wide open for events. So if you have any ideas don't be shy, speak up.

The new schedule will be out shortly. Let's hope for nicer weather.

Joe Musika
Activities Coordinator

HOW TO KEEP YOUR RADIO IN TOP SHAPE!

(1) CLEANING THE ANTENNA PERIODICALLY WITH ALCOHOL.
(2) WIPE AWAY ANY FUEL THAT MIGHT HAVE GOTTEN ONTO THE RADIO USING
A DRY SOFT CLOTH OR PAPER TOWEL.
(3) CHECK BATTERY CHARGE AND CONDITION.
(4) STORE IN COOL DRY PLACE. MAINLY FOR THE BATTERY.
(5) AVOID RUFF HANDLING, DROPPING & SUDDEN JOLTS.
PROPERLY MAINTAIN YOUR RADIO AND IT WILL LAST A LIFE TIME.

Fly Safe, Be Safe

Cliff Casey
Safety Officer

Training involves LEARNING and learning can be accomplished in many different ways and the
information learned may come from many different sources. We have already talked in previous
columns about the CVA Training Staff and the great job they do to give new student pilots the
best in “hands-on” flying experience. We have also talked about flying field etiquette, care in
the building, preparation of aircraft, the use of lists and other topics germane to learning to fly

Safety

Training Corner
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safely and without destroying too much hardware. But, the number of topics the Training Staff
can teach at the field and the amount of material we can cover in a column like this is limited.
What else can the student pilot (or any pilot) do to learn more and better understand various
aspects of the hobby?

Well, do you remember when your parents and teachers urged you to READ?? We didn’t care
for it much as kids, did we? But, now it is different. We don’t have to read stuff we don’t like
and we don’t have to do a book report! We can read things directly related to our hobby and
have fun doing it. Most importantly, we can learn, all by ourselves. We can learn far more
about our hobby than people could ever tell us verbally. There is written material directly aimed
at helping us learn about the model airplane hobby! Its ready to use and using it is fun!!

What I am talking about here is magazines! Almost anything you could want to learn about our
hobby has been covered, at one time or another, by one or more of the popular RC publications.
We couldn’t even begin to make a list of the types of things you can learn from them. There is
virtually an endless supply of information in the articles, pictures, columns and even (or
especially) the advertisements.

I often find myself reading one issue of a magazine three or four times! The first cut is to find
and read items of particular interest to me such as technical information on engines or radios, or
perhaps servos. In that reading I also look for the articles that focus on how to perform a
particular aerobatic or flight maneuver and reviews of airplanes of particular interest. The
second time I tend to get into the columns and the technical articles that are not of immediate
concern to me. Usually I find that those columns and articles are much more interesting and
informative than I imagined, and even if I don’t have an immediate need for the information, I
can file it away for future use. The third and perhaps fourth readings tend to focus almost totally
on the advertisements. There is so much you can learn from them that you can spend many
hours checking out what is available and what is new.

Also, don’t discount the value of old issues of magazines. There is much that does not change
and reading a five-year-old article is just fine. Remember that CVA always has lots of old issues
available for the asking.

We could talk more about the value of magazines, but we’ve already said enough, and so….

Remember to try something new each time you fly!

Steve Klute
Training Coordinator

Misc.


