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2009 Meeting Schedule
All meetings (except for the Christmas Dinner) in 2009 will be held at the Williamsburg
Christian Church on the second Thursday of the month, starting at 7 PM. The next meetings will
be 8 October and 12 November 2009.

Directions to Williamsburg Christian Church
The building is at 200 John Tyler Lane. At
the intersection of Route 199 and Route 5,
turn the OPPOSITE direction that you
would turn to go to the field. Go 50 yards
and turn right (left is Strawberry Plains Rd.).
You can’t miss the Church; it is on the right
just past the Professional Park that can be
seen from Route 199. Everyone needs to be
warned that there is an additional fine of $200
for going over 25 MPH and the cops are there
a lot.

How to crash an airplane
There are many different answers to this question and we have experienced most of them at our
field. Recently, I was asked by two pilots to fly their planes and was reminded of two of the
ways that cause accidents. The first plane ended up crashing on takeoff with only minor damage.
The cause of the crash was that the aileron direction was reversed. This is a known problem and
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causes a few crashes at the field every year. This crash was also caused by a second problem –
distraction. Prior to flying the airplane, we were double checking the control throws and when
we got to the ailerons, the dual rates were reversed. We fixed the problem with the dual rates but
never went back and checked the control direction. Distraction can cause many problems like
forgetting to change the models selection and flying the plane with the wrong program.

On the second plane, I noticed a problem prior to flight. The rudder was not centered and even
full trim on the transmitter would not center the rudder. We stopped the engine and began an
investigation. When force was placed on the rudder, it would change position and you could feel
a click when it moved. The problem was finally traced down to having the wrong servo horn.
There are at least two different sizes of servo shafts and the differences are not readily apparent.
If you use a Type B servo arm on a Type A servo, it will fit and seems okay but when you put
pressure on the arm it will skip a tooth. Enough pressure will cause it to skip several teeth and
will limit the throw available and change the centering. Fortunately, the problem was found
prior to flight on the plane. Be careful when you are using a servo arm that did not come with
the servo. I have searched and can not find a good listing that shows the servo horn interchange.

Election Results
The elections were held during the September meeting. The results were:
President - John Backes
Vice President – Bill Van Cleave
Secretary – Anthony (Buck) Morning
Treasurer - Ivan Davis

Budget
The budget will be submitted for approval at the October meeting.

Christmas Dinner
We need to make a decision at the October meeting. If you have any ideas, please do the
preliminary research and bring the information to the meeting.

Show and Tell
We are going to have a short show and tell at the end of each meeting. You are invited to bring a
new plane, a neat gadget or to show an interesting building technique.

Contact Me
Phone: 757-566-1403
Email: jb753@cox.net
Address: 8630 Diascund Road, Lanexa, Va. 23089

Minutes
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C.V.A MINUTES Sept 10, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7 pm at the Williamsburg Christian Church. There were 22
members present. The President announced the minutes of the august meeting as published in
the last newsletter. A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes. A vote was taken
and the motion passed unanimously.

The treasurer reported on the club finances.

Site Improvement: Tom Treese commented on the great job Bob Marsh has been doing on
cutting the grass at the field and the members present responded by giving Bob a round of
applause. Tom went on to say that a workday was needed to make various repairs at the field.
There was group discussion on items that needed to be repaired. It was decided to pick a day
sometime in the fall for the workday with the date to be determined later.

Activities: Joe Musika spoke about the Something Different Fly-In with John Backes providing
all the details on the event. John mentioned the event drew 22 pilots and over 50 planes. Carl
Rannigan spoke on the upcoming Cub Fly event. John also mentioned the TRC Warbirds event
at the Fighter Factory and the NNRC Electrics over Tidewater event that were coming up. John
reminded the members present on the club picnic set for Oct 17th and Carl spoke on the Oct
BAGS giant scale fly-in and that all CVA members were invited to come out for the event.

Safety: Tex Harrison gave a brief story on the importance of being aware of a turning prop after
engine startup. Joe Musika mentioned the use of electric starters as a safe practice. It was also
discussed that the use of restraints during start-up is a safe practice regardless of engine size.

Training: John Backes mentioned Caleb Barger, 11yrs old who soloed successfully not long
after having started his training. John mentioned Caleb also used a flight simulator for additional
training. A new member Wayne Spencer was introduced by Tom Treese. Tom had been
instructing Wayne on a trainer and Wayne successfully soloed. This being Wayne’s first
meeting he gave a short bio on himself and his interest in RC models.

Old Business: None

New Business: Bob Speranza suggested the club look at going to Wasabi, a new Chinese
restaurant in Williamsburg for the December Christmas Party. There was discussions pro and
con for moving the party from Peking, the usual location to Wasabi. It was decided more
information was needed as to cost and amenities before the club would vote on a location at the
October meeting. Freeman Post, the nominating committee chairman announced that he had
spoke to all existing club officers and that all agreed to remain in their current positions if
nominated. There being no nominations from the floor, a motion was made and seconded to
keep the current officers. A vote was taken and it passed unanimously. John mentioned that
work on the upcoming budget will be starting soon.

Show and Tell: Joe Musika showed Boca Bearings he used to make repairs to his OS 46. Al
Halvorson showed a slideshow detailing the events on 9/11. Gary Clifford showed a cylinder
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liner from an OS 46 that the plating had come completely off after about 45 flights. Jon Persons
showed a “Chinese made” 46 size Mojo clone that he got from EBay for $50.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm.

Buck Morning
Secretary

The annual Cub Fly was successful as always,
with 27 pilots registered. We saw some great
Cubs flown and were fortunate to collect 36
Teddy bears for the State Police's In Crisis
Situation. Let’s hope we top that number next
year. Our thanks to the Newport News club
who was represented by 10 pilots. As always
the event was very ably run by Carl Rannigan,
with help from fellow club members. It’s
these members whose help makes this club a
success.

Two events are scheduled for October. First
is the BAGS big-bird fly-in on 10 and 11
October. Make sure you mark these two
days on your calendar, you won't want to
miss seeing the big-birds fly. Oct. 17th, is
our annual fall picnic. As always food and
beverages will be provided, and if you wish
to bring a covered dish to share, that would be appreciated! Don't forget to bring your planes,
and cross your fingers for good weather.

The last event for the year is The Christmas Party/Meeting. More on this in the future.

Joe Musika
Activities Coordinator

No safety items for discussion this month.

DATES TO REMEMBER

BAGS Giant Scale Fly-in at
CVA

10-11 October 2009

Fall Picnic
17 October 2009

Christmas Dinner
10 December 2009

Activities

Safety
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Last month we started talking about the causes of dead-stick landings. It should have been
obvious that we focused on glow-powered aircraft, but in case it wasn’t clear, that was the intent.
We will not discuss causes of electric power dead-sticks for a while, and since few students train
with gas power, we will ignore that entirely. We covered two possible causes of dead-sticks last
month (running out of fuel, and picking up air or fuel vapor) but there are more.

One of the things that is particularly confusing to many new pilots is carburetor adjustment. It is
this very thing that can cause an engine to run poorly or even die in the air. The subject of
proper adjustment is much too complicated to fully cover in this column, but we will give a little
general advice here. One consideration is that if you are new to the hobby, or at least new to
glow engines, it might be wise to seek help with adjustments from one of our training staff or
another experienced club member. There is a wealth of information in the club and you should
not hesitate to ask for help. Another consideration is that better engines generally have better
carburetors, and adjusting a better carburetor is generally easier and the results are more
consistent. You may want to consider this when you first purchase an engine, and again, seek
advice from club members. Above all, don’t take to the air with a carburetor that is clearly out
of adjustment or not working properly. It is seldom the case that they run better (or even as well)
in the air than they did on the ground. Also, if you start your training with a “used” aircraft, it
may well be that the entire plane including the fuel system should be inspected as someone may
have let his problems pass to you.

What else might cause you to have to make a dead-stick landing? Suppose you let a little bit of
trash or water get into your fuel system, guess what happens when that foreign matter gets to the
carburetor? Yes, the engine might quit and you are thus ready for another dead-stick landing.
Refer also to the example in the June ’08 Training Column. It is available in the training section
on our Web page. There are several good fuel line filters available and it is good insurance to
place them in appropriate places in both your fuel supply bottle and its delivery system, as well
as in the fuel plumbing of your aircraft. And…. be very careful what you let get into your fuel
can.

But there are other little gremlins that can lead to a dead-stick landing. Do you assume your fuel
line is in perfect condition? On occasion that line can get an almost invisible crack, split or worn
spot and allow air to be sucked into the carburetor. We have already discussed what happens
then…and it may be random….depending on the stress or “G-forces” on the tubing. One
diagnostic trick is to look for tiny air bubbles in the line while running the engine on the ground.
But this will not always show a problem. Be especially careful how you pull the fuel line off a
fitting as it is not always mechanically very strong and can get a split or tear quite easily. These
leaks can be quite hard to find. Generally it is good practice to replace the fuel lines every year
or so. Use a good quality line of the proper type for your glow (or gas) engine and be sure to use
the proper size for your tank, carburetor and other fittings.
There are many other potential causes of dead-stick landings, and we will discuss some of them
next month.

Training Corner
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Until then…remember to try something new each time you fly.

Steve Klute
Training Coordinator

CVA 17th Annual CUB Fly-in
Sept. 12, 2009

CVA’s annual CUB Fly-in was a great success this year with wonderful weather, blue skies,
light winds, and comfortable temperatures. It was perfect CUB flying conditions. We had a
large turn out this year with 27 pilots signed up to fly in the event. There were 10 visiting pilots
from Newport News Park R/C Club that came and took advantage of the great weather. It’s
great to see other Clubs taking part in each others events. The fields 4 pilot boxes had 2 to 3
pilots in them most of the day. There were times when one pilot would land and another was
waiting on the taxi way ready to take his place. We didn’t have as many spectators this year as
we normally have; I think that was because of all the other events that were going on in the area.
Even with the lack of spectators, the people that were there supported our raffle very well. Al
Halvorson, a CVA member won the raffle which was a World Models ARF, Piper J-3 CUB, 71”
wing span. We are looking forward to seeing Al flying the Cub in next year’s event. The pilots
and spectators that were there must have been a hungry bunch, because we had very little food
left over after every one was finished, mostly because of Jon Person’s cooking. Big thanks to
Jon for a great job. Tex Harrison was our food supplier for the event; he purchased all the things
necessary for our little picnic, great job Tex. Ken Howard Sr. collected the money from the
hungry crowd, thanks for the help Mr. Howard. The other members that helped to make this
year’s event a great success were John Backes doing the registration of pilots and
collecting/selling of the Bears. Buck Morning and Joe Musika ran the radio impound area to
keep things running in an orderly fashion with no channel conflicts. There were no shoot downs,
so that means they did a great job keeping every one under control. Gordon Taylor doing a great
job prying every ones wallet open to buy that dollar raffle ticket. His dedication to the job is
why CVA always does well with the raffles. I heard lots of good comments from the pilots on
how great the field looked, with the grass cut short and clean, which made taking off and landing
the Cub’s an easy job. We can all thank Bob Marsh for his dedication to making CVA’s field the
best in the area, great job Bob. Let me close by thanking all the members that came out to
support the event and helped me with the set up and take down after the event. I know there was
a lot of people there doing the various things that are needed to put the field back into shape, and
I am sorry to say that I was not able to keep up with all of you, so let me give a big thanks to all
that helped. Hope to see every one there again next year.

Carl Rannigan
Contest Director

Misc.


