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2009 Meeting Schedule
All meetings (except for the Christmas Dinner) in 2009 will be held at the Williamsburg
Christian Church on the second Thursday of the month, starting at 7 PM. The next meetings will
be 10 September and 8 October 2009.

Directions to Williamsburg Christian Church
The building is at 200 John Tyler Lane. At
the intersection of Route 199 and Route 5,
turn the OPPOSITE direction that you
would turn to go to the field. Go 50 yards
and turn right (left is Strawberry Plains Rd.).
You can’t miss the Church; it is on the right
just past the Professional Park that can be
seen from Route 199. Everyone needs to be
warned that there is an additional fine of $200
for going over 25 MPH and the cops are there
a lot.

Something Different Event
Great event! There were 22 pilots and over 50 planes. We did not have any of the novelty
planes like the Witch or Dog House this year. We did have a wide variety of planes with
biplanes, twin engine, deltas, pushers, parasail, sky diver, canards, electric ducted fans, jets and
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several other variations. The weather was good and there was a lot of flying during the day.
Many times during the day, the pilot boxes were full and people were waiting to fly.

It flies! After two years of failed attempts and several modifications, Carl Rannigan finally had
successful flights on his parasail! After a couple of final adjustments, he even was able to turn
both right and left. He wanted to make sure that I had a picture to document that it flew. See
pictures elsewhere in the newsletter. There were 3 parasails at the event and they had all of them
up at one time. The parasails that Wade and Sam used were originally purchased about 10 years
ago and where marginal fliers with the original equipment. They flew well with the updated
equipment.

Thanks to Jon Persons for cooking and Carl Rannigan for all the stuff that Carl does. Also thanks
Tom and Bob, the field looked great as usual.

Try Something Different
The reason that I started the event several years ago was to get people thinking about trying
“something different”. Hopefully, you attended the event and saw some interesting planes. You
don’t necessarily have to spend a lot to try something different. Most of my “different” airplanes
were very low cost. One of my favorites is my Rudder Only. In the early days of RC, the planes
only had one control, the rudder. I wanted to try that so I built an airplane using an old wing
from a 3 channel trainer that did not have any ailerons. I used an old 25 engine and the landing
gear from a plane that I bought for $6.00 at an auction. I scratch built the rest using 1/8” balsa
for the sides and balsa sheets for the tail surfaces. Total cost of the plane was probably about
$20.00. I did cheat and added a second servo for the throttle. I sometimes fly it as it was flown
in the old days with someone holding it on the runway at full throttle and releasing the plane. I
then fly it until it runs out of fuel and glide in for a landing. It will do more than most people
think. Barrel rolls and loops are possible with the right timing. One of my favorite things is
attempting touch and goes. It requires very precise control of the throttle and perfect timing.
The plane must be slowed so that it is descending slowly and then the throttle is increased
slightly to pick up speed. The increased speed will slow the descent and then start climbing.
The trick is to add just enough throttle so that the plane stops descending just as it touches the
grass and then climbs out. Too much or too early throttle and you have a low flyby. Too little or
too late and you hit the ground hard. It is a great challenge. Try something different! Help is
available if you need it.

Elections
The elections will be held during the September meeting. All current officers have agreed to
continue in the office if elected. Nominations from the floor will be accepted prior to the
election.

Budget
The budget must be submitted for approval at the October meeting. If you have any suggestions
for changes in the budget please contact an officer after the election.

Christmas Dinner
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It is time to start thinking about where we want to go. If you have any ideas, please do the
preliminary research. We probably need to make a decision at the October meeting.

Show and Tell
We are going to have a short show and tell at the end of each meeting. You are invited to bring a
new plane, a neat gadget or to show an interesting building technique.

Contact Me
Phone: 757-566-1403
Email: jb753@cox.net
Address: 8630 Diascund Road, Lanexa, Va. 23089

C.V.A MINUTES Aug 13, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 7pm at the Williamsburg Christian Church. 19 members were
present. The President announced the minutes of the July 9th meeting as published in the last
newsletter. A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes. A vote was taken and the
motion passed unanimously.

The treasurer reported on the club finances

Site Improvement: Tom Treese commented that the field looked good and that he made some
repairs to the shed door. There was also more discussion on replacing the conex box. With more
discussion it was felt that repairs to the doors of the conex box were the best option.

Activities: Carl Rannigan gave a breakdown on the Shoot for a Cure event. There were 34
shooters for the event. Some of the shooters had their own equipment and others rented gear
from “The Swamp”, a paintball game company from Gloucester, Va that has helped this event
with rental equipment for 3 years. The funds from this charity event will be divided between St.
Jude’s Children Hospital and The Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters. John Backes
commented on the upcoming Something Different event and explained what types of aircraft
would qualify as “different”. Carl Rannigan showed some flyers for the upcoming Cub-Fly, a
charity event where the only aircraft allowed are Cubs or Cub variants. Carl also mentioned that
volunteers are needed for this event. There will be a Cub plane as a raffle prize that Carl got
from Debbie’s RC World.

Safety: John Backes mentioned that for next year’s paintball event that there should be 1 more
person assigned to handle crowd control at the shooters area.

Training: Steve Klute announced that Alan Fry had successfully soloed and received his
certificate at the meeting. Steve also mentioned there are 7 students in training now.

Minutes
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Old Business: None

New Business: Carl mentioned that when he was at Debbie’s RC World the owner Les, had
some club member purchase programs that he was rolling out. Carl had some literature on the
programs from Debbie’s for anyone who wanted it. John Backes went on to mention that club
officer elections were coming up and that a nominating committee was needed. Freeman Post
offered to act as the nominating committee chairman. Gary Clifford asked about the possibility
of the club getting t-shirts or jackets with a club logo on it. John Backes said that there have
been attempts in the past to have an official logo. After discussion a motion was made to
develop an official club logo. A vote was a taken and it passed unanimously.

Show and Tell: Gary Clifford showed an electric foamy that he had for sale with the selling
price being donated back to the club. John Backes showed a video from the paintball event and
commented on how well some of the towed targets worked.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Buck Morning
Secretary

Shoot for the Cure! Big success, in fact it
was attended by 34 shooters. This was a
record for our club. Ran out of everything,
had to get more paint balls, and more food.
Tom Treese even set up a "plane" hospital,
repairing planes for refly. Although the
"docs" couldn't save Bill VanCleave's Cub,
prayers were said over it. Anyway, the club
members chipped in and helped big-time,
making it a fun day for all. Some of the
many volunteers, John Backes flew at least
15 flights, Carl Rannigan set up and kept
things moving, the Persons did yeomen
work, among others. There were some new
and innovative ideas: target drones were
towed for shooting; worked out very well,
and Ken, Jr. rigged a foam shield on his plane; idea worked and protected his plane from most
hits. Also Freeman Post, brought his "paintball plane", and it flew very well, however sadly,
once again it was shot down in flames. Maybe next year, Freeman! Only 2 events are left for
this year, and if they can top this for fun, laughs and imagination, I can't wait.

DATES TO REMEMBER

17th Annual Cub Fly
12 Sept 09

Fall Picnic
17 Oct 09

Activities
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Something Different! 22 pilots came, with a total of 50 planes. Chef of the day was again Mr.
Persons, event coordinator was Carl. Rannigan. Tom Treese and Bob Marsh did field
manicuring once again.

On Aug. 22nd, Newport News had a scale fly-in. There were 4 awards given: Best Civilian,
Best Military, Pilots Choice, and Best in Show. There were approximately 25 planes, and they
were all really nice. A Push-Pull Cessna won Best Civilian, Best Military was a Lublin R 13 D,
and if you said what???, there is probably no one in the club that has heard of this air-plane. (It’s
a Polish 2 wing, 1930s observer). It was a beauty and overwhelming won Best in Show, and
Pilots Choice. To see the plane, was worth the trip to Newport News.

Some of the fly-ins sponsored by other clubs are really entertaining. If you get a chance to
attend, do it

Joe Musika
Activities Coordinator

No Safety items to report this month.

Several months ago we talked about dead-stick landings and how we can practice and prepare for
that unforeseen (and usually unexpected) occurrence. We said then that we would talk about the
causes of dead-sticks at a later date. Let’s start to do it now.

There can be a number of reasons our little engines decide to “quit” while we are making an
otherwise perfectly good flight. One of the most obvious and common problems is that the
engine simply runs out of fuel. Why out of fuel? Well, of course we may simply fly longer than
the size of our tank allows. How can you prevent that? Well, if you make a short flight on a new
plane/engine, you can then see if you used half a tank or a quarter or whatever and extrapolate
how much longer you could have flown. You will of course have to adjust for circumstances
such as whether the engine was running rich, or if you ran the engine wide open most of the time
or simply “loafed” around the sky a lot. After that deliberately short first flight, you can fly a
little longer and double check how much more fuel you used. After a few flights you have
zeroed-in on how long you can normally fly with the existing tank size.

So, how do we know how long we have been flying? Well, numerous little timers are available
that can easily be used by the RC modeler. Some of the newer transmitters even have built-in
timers to assist you. I personally use a small Radio Shack timer that hangs around my neck on a

Safety

Training Corner
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strap and gives intermediate warning signals at appropriate times. These signals come at 10
minutes prior to the end, and at 5 minutes. This helps me know roughly where in the flight plan I
am. No excuse to run out of fuel now!

What else can cause the engine to quit while we are flying? Because of the way our typical two-
tube fuel systems are usually configured, there exists the chance that under certain conditions, air
or fuel vapor, can be drawn into the “clunk” instead of liquid fuel. If too much vapor is ingested,
the slug that gets to the engine will cause it to run out of fuel and die. A smaller bubble might
just make it slow or “sputter” and then continue. Generally the clunk is plumbed so it stays near
the back of the tank. This means though, that if for any reason the fuel runs to the front of the
tank, the clunk becomes exposed to vapor….and a short time later the engine sees a slug of vapor
and maybe dies. I experienced this several times when making extended climbs followed by a
“tail-slide” into a long dive (throttle at idle) and then level flight at or near the original line. The
trouble with this is that the fuel in the tank can “fall” faster than the plane because the plane has
friction from the air or “wind-resistance” when it is falling (particularly with the engine at idle)
and the fuel does not. The result is that the remaining fuel in the tank falls away from the clunk
and goes to the front of the tank during the vertical dive. When you get to the level flight the
slug of vapor gets to the engine and it is “dead-stick” time. There are ways to plumb your fuel
system to avoid this, but to many of us that is not easily done, particularly with ARF type planes.
In the case above, I found that simply shortening the dive and adding power was a way to avoid
the problem.

There is more to this issue, but we will continue at another time…and always
Remember to try something new each time you fly!

Steve Klute
Training Coordinator

Shoot for a Cure – Paint Ball Shoot
August 1, 2009

The Shoot for a Cure – Paint Ball Event is in the books for another year. The event was a great
success this year with wonderful weather and a large turn out of shooters and spectators. There
were 34 people that signed up to try their luck at taking one of the many planes, donated by CVA
members, out of the sky. John Backes was the principal pilot for the event, flying his own
electric soar star and flying his Bingo airplane as a tow plane for 4 different tow targets he had
made out of sheet foam. There was also Harry Ashworth and Ken Howard Jr. flying their own
planes as targets for the shooters. Freeman Post brought back a plane from last year with all the
repairs made ready to do battle again. Jim Sturdy brought a Delta wing type of plane out for
John to fly as a target also. Sean Persons flew a plane made of coraplast that made five or six
flights, took a real beating and kept on flying all day long, great job Sean. Buck Morning
brought a coraplas plane back from last year, and Bill Van Cleaver had a Clipped wing CUB that

Misc.
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he brought for an untimely death. Then there was my giant foam thing with a lot of refinements
over last years model, with the goal being to try and last longer than 5 minutes of being shot at.
This year the plane made it to three rounds of flying before being disabled and un-flyable. The
first time it went down, some one had hit the fuel line where it hooked up at the needle valve,
and knocked it off, which killed the engine and make the plane crash, but with no damage to the
plane. The second time the plane went down was when some one knocked the fuel fill tube off
the fuel filter and let the tank run dry. That time when the plane went in it broke the rudder off
which made the plane un-flyable. But up until that time the plane took a beating and lasted a
good while before its death. The plane is still in one piece and repairable, so it should be back for
next year. The things that really proved their worth were the tow targets that John Backes made
up for the event. Those things took a tremendous amount of hits and kept on going. These
should be the type of things that CVA members can build if they don’t want to risk a plane. All
that it will cost them is the price of a sheet of foam and some time to put it together. The flight
repair team of Tom Treese, Steve Klute, Jim Sturdy, Freeman Post, Gary Clifford, Jimmy Cash,
and Buck Morning deserve a lot of credit for keeping the tow targets and the other planes in
flying condition with the quick repairs needed to keep things flowing for the shooters. John
Backes made a couple of great saves with keeping disabled planes up and away from the people
until he could get it back to the runway for a landing. I would like to give a big thanks to all the
members that came out and helped run the event: food buying – Tex Harrison, cook- Jon
Persons, food casher- Ken Howard Sr., registration - Buck Morning, shooting line control – Bill
VanClever. The repair/starting personal as stated earlier. Without this great help I couldn’t have
put this event on.

The people from “The Swamp” deserve a big thank you for their role in the event, with bringing
out all the guns and paint ball supplies for the shooters to rent for the event. Without them we
could not have put this event on, they also donated all their money back to CVA for the
hospitals. This was a very kind and thoughtful move on their part. Thanks a lot to Tommy and
his crew from “The Swamp”.

At this point we had collected $843.00 from the event for the hospitals, $455.00 coming
from “The Swamp”. The food sales were $198.00 and the registration of shooters brought
in $190.00.

At the Club meeting on Aug.13, we had members still donating money for the event. The
club members contributed another $85.00 towards the money taken in, which brought the
total up to $928.00. The President then made the decision that the Club would kick in
another $72.00 to make it an even $1000.00 collected. This way each Hospital would get an
even $500.00 each.

Well that’s it for this year’s event, make plans now to have something ready for next year; any
body can make a tow target for the event. Thanks again to every one that helped out at the event
and made it such a success.

Carl
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CLUB LOGO/T-SHIRT DESIGN CONTEST!

At the August meeting, it was decided to have a club logo/T-Shirt design contest. Entries will be
accepted and voted on at the October meeting. The winner will receive a free gallon of fuel or a
free T-shirt. We only need a concept for the design. Jerry Limber has access to a graphic artist
who can spruce up the winning entry(s). Feel free to submit multiple ideas. We could use a logo
that would be appropriate for a T-shirt pocket or hat and perhaps a more elaborate design for the
back of a T-shirt. So, put on your creativity cap and submit your ideas! Good luck!

Allen Fry

CUB FLY - Remember the landing fee is one small Cub Bear. Bring or buy at the field.

PHOTOS FROM THE SOMETHING DIFFERENT EVENT

Carl Rannigan’s Parasail will fly Owen Dwire, NNPRC, converted Super
Sportster

The official CVA FREQUENCY
CONTROL POLICY is to place a pin in
the frequency control board prior to
turning on your transmitter, and to remove
the pin from the board after each use.

FLY SAFELY

Editors Note


